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KINGS PARK EDUCATION SERVICE 

Statement by Minister for Environment 

MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment) [12.18 pm]: I am pleased to report the recent 

successful launch of the new facilities and programs for the Botanic Gardens and Parks Authority’s Kings Park 

Education service on Tuesday, 5 June, World Environment Day. Kings Park Education inspires understanding of 

Western Australia’s unique plants, people and places and the role we can all play in a sustainable future. Its 

objective is to reach as many Western Australian students as possible and educate them that Kings Park is a very 

special place and that WA has unique biodiversity that they, and we, can all help to conserve. Kings Park 

Education also works with tertiary students and horticultural trainees, holds public workshops and school holiday 

activities, conducts volunteer training, and provides interpretive signage throughout Kings Park for its six 

million annual visitors.  

There are more than 12 000 plant species in Western Australia, and our south west region, including Perth, is 

globally recognised as a biodiversity hotspot. This is highlighted in Kings Park’s state botanic garden, and 

throughout Kings Park and Bold Park. Most WA species are found nowhere else in the world, and this fact 

makes our approach to environmental education all the more important for school students in this state. The new 

ecofriendly Kings Park Education building and the living classrooms of the education zone in Rio Tinto 

Naturescape Kings Park provide an ideal learning environment for this purpose. Through its clever, sustainable 

design, this building is a practical example of how we can reduce our human impact on the environment. Twenty 

new programs have now been added to the suite of environmental and cultural programs on offer to schools from 

Kings Park Education, making the most of these new learning spaces. Funding partners include Perth Solar City, 

Rio Tinto, Friends of Kings Park through Lotterywest, and the Water Corporation. 

A great example of a program that would not have been possible without this project is the new Life in the Water 

program, which is held in the Water Corporation Wetland—one of the living classrooms in the education zone in 

Rio Tinto Naturescape Kings Park. This program gives students hands-on access to explore a wetland habitat. 

They can pond-dip for tadpoles and other life beneath the water, and use real scientific data collection techniques 

to record and analyse their findings. Students are encouraged to consider what threats might face our wetlands in 

the future, what the consequences of this might be, and how they as individuals can have an impact on the health 

of our wetlands.  

Although Kings Park is famous for its rolling lawns, botanic garden and sweeping city views, few people realise 

the extent of the work that goes on behind the scenes there in scientific research and conservation of WA flora. 

The park is committed to sharing this knowledge with the wider community, and education is a fundamental tool 

to achieve this. The launch of Kings Park Education program marks an exciting step up in the priority we place 

on our children and our environment, and how much we rely on them both for a bright future. 

 


